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Double award

Gail Bell

N ULSTER Univer-

sity professor who

picked up two ma-

jor awards within
weeks of each other, has now
her sights sel on eradicating
world blindness,

Professor Tara Moore, asso-
ciate director of the Bliomedi-
cal Science Research Institute
and Vision Science Research
group leader at the university,
is at the leading edge of re-
search on genetic mutations
causing eye disease.

Last week her role was of-
ficially recognised with the
‘Advancing Diversity in the
Workplace Award™ at the an-
nual Women in Business NI
event in Belfast - shortly after
winning a Wise (Women in Sci-
ence and Engineering) Hero
Award in London.

The  4l-year-old  moth-
er-of-seven  was  presented
with the Wise award in rec-
ognition of her contribution
to improving people's lives
through science, engineering
and technology.

Her research has already
made a significant contribu-
tion towards finding a cure for
blinding eye diseases, while
her contribution to forensic
and legal medicine has been
used as best practice In train-
ing health care professionals.

Attributing her success to
her mother - “who has al-
ways been a strong role mod-
el" - alongside the support of
husband, Professor Johnny
Moore, she said she hoped
her efforts would inspire stu-
dents and stall “to make a dif-
ference through science”,

Tara, who helps Johnny run
The Cathedral Eye Clinic in
Belfast, as well as working
ful-time at the Coleraine cam-
pus of Ulster University and
caring for her seven children
— two of whom have health
difficulties due to Down's
Syndrome - says it is her
life's ambition to eradicate
blindness.

“I am very hopeful about the

outcome of current research,
which is showing encouraging
results in correcting cell mu-
tations," she says,

"Developlng new therapies
is ongoing and wvital, 1 meet
parents who are desperate to
save their children's sight and
that is great motivation for
me to continue.”

A graduate from Queen's
University with a PhD in Im-
munology and Virology, Tara
has travelled the world car-
rying out groundbreaking
research into eye diseases,
her most recent trip being to
Bolivia in the summer with
UK charity, Andean Medical
Misslon.

She and Johnny visited out-
lying Bolivian villages, collect-
ing eve tissue for research
purposes  and  performing
sight-restoring eye surgery on
around 20 patients a day over
three weeks.

“It was an amazing experi-
ence and very emotional, as
the people who lived in these
remote villages had no access
to eyve care at all,” she said.
“Johnny removed about &0
benign growths due to a dis-
ease called Pterygium, which
is linked to UV light, but one
of the highlights for me was
when three members of one
family had their sight restored
through simple cataract sur-
gery. That made everything
worthwhile,”

For someone who was de-
terred from training as a vet
due to her sex, she has pro-
pelled the role of successful
working mother to  brave
new heights — and sometimes
looks back in wonder at how
it happened

“I think, ‘Wow! How did |
find the time to pack that all
in?" she muses, “but | think to
work at this level with a large
family you just need to be well
organised and have a good
support mechanism in place.

“I was brought up on a farm
near Castledawson and my
dad told me farmers wouldn't
want a slim young girl as a

for professor

vet, but | have no regrets
- apart from having a poor
grasp of languages. That is
why all myv children are now
learning Mandarin - even the
one year-old.

“l want them to be more
cultured in the arts than me.
I love sclence but [ definitely
wounldn't win any awards for
my ltalian or French.”
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B PLANS TO ERADICATE BLINDNESS: Liister University Professor Tara Moore is pictured being

presented with the prestigious Wise (Women in to Science & Engineering) Hero Award in London recently
by Princess Anne



